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CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 


1 APRIL, 40. NO. 10 


FITC CH’s LETTER. | 


In the February number _ Guide, we published a communication of the Rev. 
Charles Fitch to a committee of the Presbytery of Newark, of which he is a mem- . 
ber, being his—and we think entirely correct—views of s anctifieation. 

The Presbytery have objected to those views as erroneous, and adinonished him 
to preach them no more. | | 

We now publish the reasons assigned by Mr. Fiteh why he cannot comply with 


their requirement. The document needs no commendation of Ours. A speak’s' for: 


“itself, in the power of argument and the demonstration of love. 
‘TO THE PRESBYTERY or NE W ARK, t 
Dian 
After being made acquainted with my views s and on the sub-_ 
ject of sanctification, you have. passed a resolution dec Jaring them => to 


be important and dangerous error, and admonishing me to preach 
no more. must therefore Say, brethren, and hope. to do it with 
all meekness, and humility, and Jowliness of heart, that I cannot regatd 
~ your admonition; and for the following reasons. 
It isnow, several years, since, after a season. stoons and 
.. Sadness, I came fully to the conclusion, that there was something i in the 
‘religion. of Jesus Christ, to which I hid been astranger. Thad seen 
myself to be a sinner before God, richly deserving his everlasting in 
dignation. I had seen that God Would be holy, just and good, and 
worthy of universal and eternal adoration, while pamshing Ine with 
everlasting destruction from his presence aud from, the glory of his 
or. | had also seen in Christ a Saviour, who, after atoning for all man-_ 
“kind on the cross, was able, on the merits of that atonement, to save to 
the uttermost all that come to God by him; and on that Saviour I had . 
cast myself as my only hope, and trusted in him, and him, only, as my 
deliverer: from the wrath of God. 
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Trusting thus in hin—my crucified Saviour—for my salvation, IT was 


for a time filled with great joy and peace in believing, and went on my 


way rejoicing. But years passed away, and to these lively emotions of 


_ joy in the Lord, I had been almost an entire stranger, except for a short 


season immediately succeeding my first conversion to Christ—when I 
did taste in a good degree, the peace which those are sure to find, who 
come with a heart penitent for sin, and trust in the merits of a cruci- 
ficd Saviour for pardon and everlasting life. But I had come now to 
the full conviction, that my religious state was very far from what it 


ought to be. This arose partly from what I had learned in the Bible i 
respecting ‘‘ the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in 
us the hope of glory,” ‘the peace of God that passeth all understand-~ 
ing, keeping the heart and mind of the Christian through Christ Jesus,” 


“and the joy unspeakable and fall of glory to be found in him, whom 


not having seen we love, in whom, though now we see him not, yet be-_ 
lieving we rejoice ;” and partly from what I learned about that time of | 
the experience of some Christians, to which experience I knew myself . 


IT came then to a settled determination to know, with the help of 


God, more of spiritual things... Since that time, which is now some 


years, I have, as never before, “cried after knowledge, and lifted up 
my voice for understanding, seeking her as silver, and searching for 


her as for hid treasure, that I might understand the fear of the Lord, 
-and find the knowledge of God.” I have sought for spiritual bread 
and for the water of life, with an earnestness which I know I have nev-— 
er felt for any of the possessions of this. world. I have sought these 


in the Bible, in the experience of eminent Christians who have gone 
to their reward, and in the writings of living Christians who seemed to 


know most of spiritual things. I have sought them in personal con- 
versation with those who seemed to know most. of the deep things of: 
God, and I have sought them on my knees, with many tears, and with 
_ earnest wrestlings in the name of Christ for the teachings of the Holy 
Ghost. For a long time there was no definite blessing that I had im 
my mind as the object of pursuit, except that I might have more of the — 


Holy Ghost, and be far better prepared than I had ever been to live to 


the glory.of God. But made acquainted in the providence of 
| God, with some of those Christians, who believe that it is the privilege . | 
of all disciples of Christ, to be, through the ‘Great God and our Sav- 


iour Jesus Christ, who hath loved us and given himself for us, redeen- 


ous of good works;” and we ‘ through the blood of the everlasting 


made perfect in every good work to do his will, by his 
working in us that which is well-pleasing in his: sight throu 
Christ —" to be sanctified wholly, “ 


> 


Him who hath called them’—‘ to. 
e flesh and spirit, and to perfect ho- 
he promises of God which are all 


be cleansed from all filthiness of th 
liness in the fear of God, through 4 


and purified unto himself a peculiar people, zeal- ~ 


oh Jesus 

soul, and body pre and to’have their whole spirit, and ~ 
soul, ane Socy preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus. 
- Christ, through the faithfulness of | 
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yea: and amen in Christ, unto the glory of God by us,’”’ and thus « through 


the exceeding great. and precious promises, to be made partakers of the 
Divine Nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world. 


through lust.” When I first knew this class of Christians, and first 


‘read their writings, I was greatly opposed to their views of trath, and. 


— from what I had learned of the mistakes and excesses of some who had 
professed'to hold this truth, and to enjoy the experience of it, I was led 
to regard:the whole subject with very great aversion, But | have 
learned, that truth is not be held accountable for the mistakes which 


some may hold in connection with it, nor for the excesses into which 


~ these mistakes may lead them, nor, for the sins of those who hold the 
truth in unrighteousness. 

While I was thus crying after kaos ice, and lifting op my voice for 
understanding, the Lord began to teach me more and more of the love 
of Christ, so that T was not “only restored to my first love, but made to 


_know, in my own experience, that the path of the just is as the shining 


light, which shineth more and more unto the perfect day, and that | 


Wwhoso followeth Christ shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the 
light of life.’ The ‘‘ peace of God, which passeth all understanding, 
keeping the heart and the mind through Christ Jesus, and the joy un- 


_ speakable and full of glory,” of which the Bible speaks, became reali- 
tiesto my mind; and I had learned the blessed truth, that all the promises 


of God in Christ are yea and in him amen, unto the glory of God by 


uss” that it is the Christian’s | privilege, by trusting in Christ. for the | 
fulfilment of the promises, to enjoy the fulfilment. of every one of them, 


- just as the awakened sinner has fulfilled to him the promise of pardon, 


when, and only when he believes for this on Christ. I had then ine. 


\ 
“quired what has God promised, and what is he willing to do for me, if 
believe for it.in Christ. IT examined the Bible with this. principle in 
view, and found that God had said, “I willinstruct thee and teach thee 


in the way thou shalt go. IT will guide thee with mine eye.” ‘This 


promise I knew to be yea and amen in Christ unto the glory. of God — 
_ by me, and I therefore prayed. and trusted in Christ that God would in- 
: struct me, and teach me in the way that Tshould go, and guide me with — 


his eye, “into. all’ truth respecting the doctrine of sanctification.” 


When if read the. promises on this subject, T found them full and e 


plicit © T will circumcise thy heart and the heart of thy seed to. oat se 
Lord thy God, with. all thy heart and with. all thy soul.” JAY will 


?abeinlele clean water upon you, and make you clean; from all your filthi- 


ness and from all your idols will I cleanse you. T will take away the 


stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh, and 
“Twill put my. spirit within you and cause you to walk in my statutes, 


and ye shall keep. my. Judgments and do them. And I will save you. 


from all your uncleannesses.” And I will make an everlasting. 
nant with youthat I will not turn away from you to do you-g good, but I 
will put my fear) in your hearts that ye shall not depart from me.” “ And 


this is the-covenant which [ will m: ik @ with the house of Israel after — 


those days, saith the Lord, T will put my laws info their hearts, and in 
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their minds will I write them, and their sins and their iniquities will f 
remember no more.” I also found that Christ our Redeemer was called — 
Jesus, becanse ‘‘ he would save his people from their sins;” that he 
was manifested to take away our sins, and that whosoever abideth in 
| *~ him sinneth not.” I also found many other scriptures equally full and 
explicit. But after all this, unbelief triumphed in my mind, and I could 
not see how it should ever be to me reality in this lite, that ‘“‘ the bloed 
of Jesus Christ should cleanse me from all sin.” But as. ] prayed 
~--more.and more for the teachings of God’s spirit, and searched after 
_ the truth, I found that if we confess our sins, ‘‘ Ife is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse from all unrighteousness,” As faith- 
ful to cleanse as he is to forgive. I found also that Christ was ‘‘ raised 
-up an horn of salvation, to perform the mercy promised unto the fa- 
thers, to remember God’s holy covenant, the oath which he sware unto 
our father Abraham; that he would grant unto us, that we, being de- 
livered from the hand of our enemies, might serve Him without fear, in | 
holiness and righteousness before him all the days ofour life.’ Whenl 
_ inquired why are not these promises, so rich and full, made good to — 
\ God’s people, I saw that as they were yea and amen only in Christ, they 
were to be fulfilled, like the promises pledging the pardon of sin, to” 
those, and only those, who believed in Christ for their fulfilment. This. 
led me to see that if I would be cleansed from all unrighteousness, as \ 
well as have my sins forgiven, I must believe for that cleansing, in him — 
of whom it is said, ‘‘ if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to for- 
give us our sins, and-cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” On him,. 
- therefore, I now endeavored oftentimes to cast. myself, by trusting sim- 
ply in his faithfulness, that he would cleanse me from all unrighteous-. 
“ness. But [had yet no evidence on which I could rest a belief that I 
was thus cleansed. I went on thus, continuing to pray, and endeavor- 
Ing to trust in Christ, for this cleansing gift of the Holy Spirit, desir- 
ing above all things to be cleansed from all unrighteousness. In this 
state of mind, I had one day taken my Testament, and a little work on. 
Christian Perfection by Fletcher, and given myself up to reading, med- \ 
} __ tation and prayer on this subject. I opened Fletcher at the following 
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My heart strings with deep complaint— | 
My flesh lies panting, Lord, for thee, 
every limb, andevery joint, | 
tretches for perfect purity.” 


v 


~_. “ But if the Lord be pleased to come softly to thy help; if he make 
—an_end of thy corruptions by helping thee gently to sink to unknown | 
depths of meekness ; if he drown the fadwelling man of sin by bap-— 
tizing, by plunging him into an abyss of humility; do net find-fault 
with the simplicity of his method, the plainness of his appearing and- 
the commonness of his prescription. ‘Nature, like Naaman.is full of 
prejudices. — She expects that Christ’ will come to make her clean, 


— with as much ado and pomp and bustle, as the Syrian general looked. 
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for, when ‘he was wroth, and said, Behold I thought he will surely © 
come out to me, and stand, and call on his God, and strike his hand 


over the place and recover the leper.’ Christ frequently goes a much 


plainer way to work: and by this all our precon- 


ceived notions and schemes of deliverance: ‘ Learn of me to be meck 
and lowly in heart, and thou shalt find rest to thy soul,’ the sweet rest 
of Christian perfection, of perfect humility, resignation and meekness. 


If thou wilt absolutely come to mount Zion in a triumphal chariot, or’ 


make thine entrance into the new Jerusalem upon a prancing horse, 
thou art likely never to come there. Leave, then, all thy worldly mis- 
conceptions behind, and humbly follow thy king, who makes his en- 
try into the typical Jerusalem, meek and lowly, riding upon an ass, yea, 
upon a colt, the foal of an ass.” ae Se 
These remarks were particularly blessed to me. It seemed to me, 
d,amost delightful thing to sink into the meek and lowly spirit of 
the blessed Saviour. 1 had before been laboring to rise above my sins, 
and thus leave them; now I felt willing to sink below them, into a 


be willing to follow, and it seemed a delightful thing to sink in the arms 


of my Saviour, below the reach of all my spiritual foes, when T had long. 
been seeking in vain to escape them, by soaring above, I-felt then in ~ 
spirit a most sweet and heavenly sinking into | of my 
- deemer, such as I had not before experienced, and it was followed by 


a calm, unrufiled, blissful peace in Christ—such ‘as I need not attenpt 


to describe to those who have tasted it, and such as I cannot describe 
to the comprehension of those whose hearts have never felt it. It was. 


attended with such a’fall and delightful submission in all things to the 
will of God; such a joy of heart, in the thought of being for life, and 


for death, and for ever, altogether at God’s disposal ; such a gladness in 

giving up earth in all its possessions and pleasures for Christ’s sake; _ 
such an overflow of humble, penitential, grateful love to my Redeemer ; — 


such a satisfaction in the thought of having him as my only everlasting 


portion; such praise to his that I might possess him-as the por-— 


~~ tion of my soul for ever ; such full-hearted and unshrinking confidence 
in all his prothises, and such a readiness to do and suffer all things, 


even to the laying down of life for his name’sysake, that I felt con- 


strained to say, this is purity of heart. I knew that nothing but the 


Holy Spirit could ever fill such a heart as mine had been, with such 


feelings as these, and I therefore believed it to be the work of the Holy. 


‘Spirit, cleansing my heart from the defilement of sin. I know that 


some persons are ready to say, all this may be the delusion of Satan, 
leading you to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think. 


But I do not think, that the devil ever yet attempted to fill the heart of — 


any man with the love of God. Christ said to his disciples, ‘ I will 
pray the Father, and-he shall give you another comforter, that he 


may abide with you forever—even the spirit of truth, whom the world 


caunot receive. because it séeth him not neither knoweth him. But 


ye know him, for he dwelleth with you and shall be in you.” 
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true disciple, therefore, will know the comforter. I know that the feel- 
ings I have now described were a blessed reality; that there was nothing 
left in my will or affections in opposition to them, and I do therefore 
believe that the Saviour gave me to know, at that moment, something of 
the blessedness of being redeemed from all iniquity, and purified urito 
himself, For some length of time I continued in that blessed state of 
mind. The glory of my Redeemer shone upon the vision of my soul 
without a cloud. He had before seemed to shine upon me with a_ 
brightness like the noon-day sun, but now, instead of shining from a 
particular part of the heavens, he seemed to fill the whole firmament, ~ 
and to shed ‘his mild and sweet and heavenly and life-giving, joy-inspir- 
ing radiance upon me from every point. Above and around me all 
was light and gladness, and praise to the name of my Redeemer 
seemed the language of every breath. I cannot but feel that in that 
state of mind sin had no dominion over me. I feel that God, at that. 
time, gave me the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. : 


But I had yet one lesson to learn, and there was probably but one 
way by which I could learn it; and that by drinking, like Peter, ofthe © 
cup of sorrow, that I might in future beware. I had been accustomed : 
to say, that if persons believed that they had reason to regard them- 
selves as fully sanctified, there was no necessity for making it known, 
and the enemy of my soul doubtless knew enough of me, t 
his attack where I was most likely to be overcome. | Se 

was therefore led to say within myself, this need not be mentioned, 
at never shall be said of me that I go about boasting. of. my‘own good- 
ness. ‘T’o boast of my own goodness I certainly felt no disposition, for 

I clearly saw that. all which. had ‘been wrought within me, was the 


—— of the Holy Spirit, and that of my own I had nothing of which ‘gh 


o commence 


\ 


But I came to the conclusion not to say, even to my dearest friends, 
that I had ever thought myself to be cleansed from sin even for a mo- 
a I would enjoy it alone with God, and let my life bear witness. — 
The consequence was, that when brought where I feared another might. 


nig DOE Me ot thiuking this of myself, I was led, for the purpose of 
_ giving him a better opinion of my humility, to. say that I entertained | 


Herein 1 fell into sin, by denying what I had believed to have been 
wrought in me by the Spirit of God. . 1 was now made -w hut I 
had lost. Thad been told that I could not remain in the delightful state 
an which T had found myself, without confessing to the honer of Christ 
what I believed he had done for me by his Spirit but I believed it not. 
1 accordingly made the attempt, and fell into the the. wicked 


one. I now found the sa 
| same sins besetting me a 
me into bondage, and my ting me as before, and bringing 


xe state precisely what it was. previou 

'. tient the Lord had shown me of the blessedness of a pure heart. 
| know that by denying that blessed work ae : 
and by denying it that [ 

vee I brought leanness and d 
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Any ork which the Lord did in. me, 
Might have a reputation for humility with man, 


arkness into my 0\ 


| 

| | 

| 
| | 


Mr. Letter. 223 


tw 


In this state, however, T was led to desire most earnestly, and to 


pray most ferveritly that I might be made like Christ. The burden of 


my petition was, that I might be made as much like Christ, as it was 
possible for a soui to become while in the body, and I felt that I could 
be satisfied with nothing short of this. After praying thus for a time, 
I saw most clearly that there was nothing which God was more willing 


to do, than to make me thus like Christ, er I felt a sweetness of assur- 


ance in. him, that it should be. granted me. Now it was that the 


-Lord showed me what must be the consequence of being like. Christ, 
and that I could not possibly have the likeness of Christ, without meet- 


ing these consequences. I saw that if I would live godly j in’ Christ 
Jesus , { must suffer persecution, and that I could not be like Christ, 


without heing willing to share in his reproach. The Holy Spirit now. 
~ showed me the sin which I had committed, in denying what God had 


done for. my soul, and I now saw. that while with “ my heart | believed 


unto righteousness, with my ‘mouth | must make confession unto salva-. 


tion,’ ‘from ‘being again led into sin. ‘This [ had not done. With my 


heart I had believed unto righteousness, but instead of making confes- 
sion with my: mouth, of the grace W hich God had shown me, and there-- 


by being saved from ‘the sin of denying it, I had refused to make the 
confession, and by so doing fell again into the hands of my spiritual foes, 


_ I now saw that, to continue: ip the enjoy. ment of that bles ssing, | must 
confess the whole and take the consequences. ‘T hese I knew would - 


be small. knew that almost every friend I had on. earth would 
regard me as utterly. fallen, the moment I should make such 

confession, and that my brethren in ‘the ministry whose confidence] had 
valued. above all earthly good, would withdraw their confidence at once, 


and in all probability cast me out from among then, 


I had now come truly to the plucking out of the right eye and the 


| cutting off of the right hand—to the: point where I must “ forsake fa- 


ther and mother, and brethren and sisters, and wife and children for 


-Christ’s sake the gospel’s.” ‘Could I make the sacrifice .Could I 
become an outcast from my brethren, and an alien from my thother’s 


children? Could | become as lost, to the friends I had loved most 
dearly, and have my name cast out as: evil, by those whose kind regards 


I most wished to retain, in order to please: ny Saviour and enjoy his. 


love, as for a little while he had permitted me to do? The struggle 
was severe. It cost me as much to make these sacrifices\as It w ‘ould 
cost any one of my brethren; but [ could not long hesitate. I had 


prayed that I might continually enjoy ‘the Saviour’s love, and he lrad— 
now shown me what it would cost me—and, blessed: be Wie name, he 
gave me strength to make choice of his love, at the sacrifice, if neces- 


sary, of every “thing that T held dear on earth. 


I was enabled to pray, Lord, restore me again to that sbenai state of 


conscious purity and peace, and love to thee, and blessedness in thee, 


which I once enjoyed, and IT will confess thy faithfulness to the world, 


and let my worthless name be reproached us it'may. Save me, Lord, 


. from my sins—redeem me from all iniquity, and give me evidence of 
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it on which I can rely, so that I go before the world with no hypoctiti- 
cal pretensions to something which I do not possess—let me in deed 
and in truth be cleansed from all unrighteousness, and have full and 
satisfactory evidence that thou hast done this for me, and I will declare 
thy faithfulness, and in thy strength meet all that shall follow. 
Tn this state of mind, I took up the word of God, and came to the 
— following passage, in the words of Paul to the Romans,—* Likewise 
reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto 


God through Jesus Christ our 
I had before thought of this passage, and it had seemed to me that 
there was a meaning in it which I did not understand, I had said in 
omy thoughts, What if [ do think myself dead to sin, how will just 
‘thinking myself dead to sin, make me thus dead? How will any change 
be wrought in the state of my heart before God, by my laboring to og 
think so? Again, I had thought of the injunction,—* Likewise, reck- — 
on ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin,” and I had said in my — 
heart I will endeavor so to do; but found myself wholly unable todo. 
so in any way that even began to satisfy myself, that I was in truth 
“dead to sin.” It was not the comfort of a sincere mistake respecting. 
my own character, that I desired. ‘“ As the hart panteth after the 
water-brooks,” so panted my soul after a full conformity to the will of 
God. I felt that nothing would satisfy me for a moment, but ‘to be 
dvad indeed unto sin, and alive unto God.” Nor was it an ambition to 
have others think me free from sin, that I was seeking to gratify, for if / 
~ I could have made the whole universe believe me free from sin, while 
it was nota fact, it would not have begun, in the least degree, to satify the» 
longings of my soul. Could T havé possessed all the wealth, and’ 
~ ceived all the honor, and enjoyed all the pleasure, which the whole uni- 
verse could have lavished upon me, and have been thought by every 
creature of God in earth and heaven to have been as pure as the spirits | 
that wait continually before the eternal throne, all this would have done 


nothing to fill the desires which burned in my heart, to be “cleansed ~ 
from all unrighteousness.” 


Sull, however, with my eye on the injunction,—* Likewise, reckon 
ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord,” I was not able to see how I should do-this, so” 
~ that it should be indeed and in truth a reality in the sight of God; and \, ~~ 
nothing short of that would satisfy me fur a moment. naw Tremem- 
bered that blessed promise of our divine and glorious a 1d 


our,—‘* When he the Spirit of T 


len pl ruth is come, he shall guide you into all 
- trath. He shall teach vou all things, and bring all things to your remem- 
brance, whatsoever I have said unto you.” I now cast myself down 
cies the Lord, and prayed in the name of Christ, that the Holy! Spirit 

might guide me into all truth respecting the passage before me, and 
myself dead to sin and alive to'God, so that 

would be a reality, and not a thine of 
known my request, I ney Having nage 
peachy: y request, 1 trusted’in Christ that the teachings of the Spirit 

given ine, for knew he had told me,—‘ Verily, verily 
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say unto you, whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, lic will 
give it you.”” I therefore placed my confidence in the Saviour, and be- 
lieved that, for his sake the Holy Spint would show me how ‘‘to reck- 
on myself dead indeed unto sin; but alive unto God, through Jesus 


Christ our Lord. Instantly, while I was even on my knees, with the - 


blessed Bible open before me on those words, there seemed shed upon 
them. a flood of heavenly light, and my very soul was filled with unut- 


terable gladness, with ‘‘joy unspeakable and full of glory” with the 


thought that seemed clear as the brightness of a thousand suns, that I 
was “to reckon myself dead unto sin,” by trusting my Lord Jesus Christ 
to keep me dead to sin; “and alive to God,” by trusting my Lord Jesus 


my Lord, It was to cease for ever from placing my confidence in my 


own strength, and to rely altogether upon the strength and faithfulness 


my blessed Lord Jesus Christ, to 


“ Make and keep me pure within,” 


to make and keep me ‘“‘dead indeed unto sin,’ to make and keep 


me “alive unto God.” . And now, if I had found-myself that moment 


hand, its accumulated. treasures at my feet, and every individual 


_ among all its multitudes ready to do my bidding, it would not have be- 

gun to afford me the joy which I felt, when I saw, as 1 then did, the | 

_. privilege which a God of infinite love had granted me, to reckon Hy 74 
self dead indeed unto sin, by trusting my Lord Jesus Christ to make _ 
me dead to sin and keep me so, and to reckon myself alive to God, by a 


trusting my Lord Jesus Christ to make and keep me thus alive. How 
glorious and lovely did my Saviour then appear! Or ever T was 
aware, my soul made me like the chariots of Amminadib,” and if the 


crown and the sceptre and the riches and the homage of the world 


had been mine, I should have leaped for joy and run to give Christ the 


sceptre and the crown, the riches and the homage’; and: to lay 


self in the dust at his feet, to be his humblest, lowliest servant for ever-, 


more. QO, since I have known my high privilege to reckon myself 
dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God, through Jesus Christ) my 
Lord, “ His name has been indeed to me as ointment poured forth.” 


‘He has kissed me with the kisses of his love, and his love has been 


| - better than wine. He has drawn me and 1 have run after him, and. 
~ the King has brought me into his chambers, and made me to be glad _ 
‘and rejoice in him; therefore will I remember Ins love more than wine, 


and [by his strength] I will uprightly love him.” | Srrae 
When the Holy Spirit thus enlightened me respecting the privilege 


of reckoning myself dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through — 
Jesus Christ my Lord, he that moment enabled me to avail myself of 


privilege, and I neta found myself more than restored to that bless- 
ed state of conscious purity of heart before God, from which I had 


for me. 


‘Christ to keep.me alive to God. This I saw would be reckoning my- | 
self to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God, through Jesus Christ — 


-monarch of the world, with its crown on my head, its sceptre in my, 


fallen, by refusing to confess before men, what my Saviour had done 
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The love of the world was gone, no sinful indulgence had any charm 
for me. My whole heart was won by Christ, and filled with overflow- 
ing love to him, and I feel that a thousand hearts, had they been mine, 
would have been most joyfully consecrated to his service. I had no 

will but his, and no desire of life or death or etermity, but to be dis- 
posed of in that way which would secure the highest possible praise 
to my Redeemer. I was now delivered from the fear of man, and as 
I had covenanted with the Lord, to confess his faithfulness to the 
world, when he should give me evidence on which I could rely, that 


~ [ was redeemed from all:iniqnity, and as I had now found myself, and 


in a way so glorious and delightful beyond everything I had ever be- 
fore conceived, made ‘‘dead indeed unto sin and alive unto God 
through Jesus Christ my Lord,” and had been so abundantly enlight- 
ened respecting the privilege of every Christian to be kept in that state 
by the faithfulness of the dear Redeemer, I could not for a moment 
hesitate, that it was my duty to declare to the world, that by the power: 
of the Holy Spirit given me by. my own blessed Saviour, was made’ 
‘dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ my 
Lord.” 
Besides, I had once. known the bitterness of denying my Saviour 
here, and the blessed work which he had wrought in me, for the pur- ~ 
pose of retaining the good opinion of man; the Holy Spirit had set that 
sin before me, and I had opened my mouth to the Lord, that if he. 


~ would restore me, I would bear his reproach. And now he had ena- 
bled me once more in ‘his infinite and abounding mercy, ‘ with hen 6% 
_ heart to believe unto righteousness,” and it remained that ‘withthe 

mouth I make confession unto salvation” fro 


‘snare of the <1 


m falling again into the | 


© Thave been enabled to make this confession to the world—That _ 


the great God and my Saviour Jesus Christ, who loved me and gave 
himself for me, has redeemed me from all iniquity, and purified me un- 


to himself; that I am dead unto sin, and alive unto God through Jesus. 


Christ my Lord; . that the. God of peace is faithfal to sanctify me 
wholly, and to preserve my whole spirit and soul and body blameless 
unto the coming of my Lord Jesus Christ: that the God of peace who 
| brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of — 
_ the sheep,” does “ through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make 
ce aha in every good work to do his will, working in me that which _ 
for ener and ever. Amen? fol thet 
all, a sacrifice on the altar of my God and 
Ge me by his own amazing love, and 
at could deny- no more, and that. was ready 
ay al hazards, to confess his aithfulness and power and love 


to the world. 


I knew that the world would re 
fessed people would cast Out my 


proach me. I knew that God’s 
name as evil. I knewthatthe friends. 
arly would many of them, perhaps, weep over — 
lew that the confid eg 
confidence of the churches with which 
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stood connected, would be withdrawn from me, and perhaps all my 
past prospects of a maintenance for myself and my househoid be en- 
tirely cut off; but I knew that my Redeemer lived—and that all power 
was given unto him in heaven and on earth, and that I had only to- 
seek first the kingdom of God and his ridhtcousness, nothing doubting 


that “he who feeds the fowls of the air, and’ élothés, the lilies of the 


field, as Solomon was never ateay ed in all his glory, would surcly feed 
and clothe both me and mine. 

In this state of mind I did, at the altar of my God, make confession. 

of what God had taught me of his truth, and of what Lhad been made. 

to feel of his purifying, sanctifying crace in Jesus Christ; and thus [I 

‘discharged a duty, to which [am sure I never could have been led by 

anything, but a once crucified and now glorified Saviour’s love, mani- 

fested to me by the Holy Ghost. I have no more doubt that Twas 

_, constrained to this step by the love ote than T have that Christ or 

+: me own soul has a being. I know [ was not led to it by a love of the 
world, for'I never could have done it, until the last vestige of the love 


of the world had been taken from me.. I know. that until I had made. 


‘of the whole world an entire sacrifice: to Christ, I never could have 
thus held inyself up to scorn. 
On the morning of the day, which immediately fetleny ed the Sabbath 
when I first “ witnessed this confession’ before men, I had a season of 
ae ~ communion. with God, of which I will speak, because I th ink it may do 
good. I was alone in my chamber, and meditating upon some passages 
PAR of Ser ipture, which made mention of the faithfulness of Ged. Such as.. 
~\ the following : God is faithful by whom ye are called into the fellow- 
.> «ship of his Son Jesus Christ. Faithful is he that hath called. you, to, 
sanctify you w holly, and to preserve your whole spirit and soul and body 
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, 
- who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able, but will 
with the temptation also make way for your escape, that ye may be able. 
‘to bear it. And I saw heaven opened, and behold a w hite horse, and. 
he that sat upon him was called &aithful and’ True.” oy 
Mis name is also called the Word of God...‘ And he hath ‘on his 
ay yesture and on his thigh a name written, King of kings, and Lord of 
Jords.” -While. reflecting thus upon the faithfulness of my God and. 
Saviour ny whole soul ‘seemed heaved) with inexpressible e emotions; 
and poured out in floods of gushing love at niy Redeemer’ Ss‘ feet. ae 
felt that I had forsaken all for hi, and could © now only leave my self. 
“in bis hands, and commit all my interests to his, disposal, And 
in view of the safety of trusting my % all with him, my soul eXulted with 
amazing gladness, aud I could only walk my room weeping aloud 
“for j joy, “and pouring out my tears-of overflowing delight, as I uttered 
again and again the single faithful God—my faithful 


“God. 


Since that. time J had various with Stish. but 


never for a moment doubted the faithfulness of my Redeemer i in Saving 


all his people from their:sins, who win benove on his neme for that 
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blessing ; and I see most clearly, that the only reason why any Christian 
‘s not saved from sin, is ‘‘ because of his unbelief.” 

| have by no means been all that f hope, or expect to be; for I see 
that it is the privilege of the Christian that has been redeemed from all 
iniquity, still to “ forget the things which are behind, and reach forth 
unto those which are before,” and ‘‘ beholding as in a glass the glory 


of the Lord, to be changed into the same image from glory to glory, 


even as by the Spirit of God.” I believe that to be cleansed from all 


unrighteousness is by no means the height of the Christian’s privilege on 
earth; that beyond that he may go on to comprehend with all saints, 
what is the length and breadth and depth and height, and to know the 


love of Christ that passeth knowledge, and be filled more and more 


~* with all the fullness of God,” And that even then, we may still say to 


him with the apostle—* Now to him that is able to do exceeding abun- 
dantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that 
worketh in us, unto him be glory by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, 


=? ® You will now see, brethren, in what I have related to you of the 


Teadings and teachings of God’s Spirit with my own soul, why I can- 


not regard. your admonition, and desist from preaching the doctrine of. 
entire sanctification by faith in Christ. I could not, do it, without re- 


garding myself as a traitor to my blessed Lord and Master, who has 
made to me—a miserable, unworthy, hell-deserving worm of the dust— 


» manifestations of his presence and love, bright and glorious, far beyond 
anything which I once could have conceived. I believe “‘ he is faith-— 
_ ful to sanctify his people wholly, and to preserve their whole spirit and 
~ soul and body blameless to his coming.” I feel that ‘‘ necessity is laid — 
upon me, yea, wo is unto me if I preach not this gospel.” Like Jonah — 
fleeing to Tarshish, [once attempted to escape the discharge of this 
duty. Like Jeremiah, “I said «I will not make mention of him, 
- speak any more in his name; but his word was in mine heart, as a 
burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing and 
~ I could not stay.” Once I denied the faithfulness of my Redeemer; , 
_but he forgave me, and has restored me to the enjoyment of his love, — 
and has, as I firmly believe, in faithfulness to his own promise, ‘‘ clr 
-. cumceised my heart to love him with all my heart and with all my soul.” 
- T must speak it tothe world. Let him have the glory, and let me bear 


the reproach which I must bear, for his sake. I must confess it to the — 

_ world, for the purpose of making known, as far as I am able, with his 
fe blessing, to all God’ s people, their high privileges in Christ Jesus. 

lor I certify you br 
not after man. I neither received it of man, neither was I taught 
it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.” And now, “whether it be 


ethren, that this gospel which is preached of me 


right in the sight of God, to hearken. unto you more than unto God, 


ye for I cannot but speak the things 
~ heard. | ngs whic 


2. I cannot desist from preaching the doctrine of sanctification, and 
om. testifying to my own experience of it, for the very same reasons 
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that you cannot desist from preaching the doctrine of regeneration, and 
testifying to your own experience of that. Suppose you were to insist 


that “ except a man be born again he cannot see the kindgom of God,” 
but when asked whether you or any one else had enjoyed that blessing, — 
should say, by no means. It is an important and dangerous error for 


any man to think so; it never takes place till death. How much in- 
fluence would such preaching exert?’ How many would be born again 


_ through such instrumentality? You feel yourselves under necessity, 
_ therefore, on that subject, to maintain that regeneration is a matter of _ 
experience, and that you and many others do enjoy it. But while you ~ 


tell your people that they ought to be free from sin, and are wholly in- 


excusable for not being so, and while you pray that they may be re- ~ 


deemed from all iniquity, they know perfectly well that you have no 


expectation that it will take place while they live, and hence all your 
_ exhortations and prayers are wholly lost. Your people know, that you 
expect that they will live along in sin till death, and that while you ex-_ 
hort them to be free from sin, you show them no way by which they 


may become so, and maintain that it would be an important and dan- 


_gerous error for them to expect’to be so until they die. Hence, all 


your efforts for the sanctification of God’s professing people, are ren- 


dered perfectly nugatory. For myself, therefore, | feel bound to tell | 
professing Christians, that there is a way, whereby they may “cleanse — 
themselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, and perfect holiness 
in the fear of God; that it may be done through the promises of God, 
_ which “are all yea and amen in Christ Jesus.” When, therefore, with - 
_ the apostle—‘‘I labor, striving according to God’s Spirit, which work- _ 
. eth in me mightily, by warning every man, and teaching every man in — 
all wisdom, to present every man perfect in Christ Jesus,’’ I feel that I~ 
am not urging them to chase a phantom, which however earnestly and 
laboriously sought, will elude their grasp till death; but that I am 
leading them to the enjoyment of a blessed and glorious reality, which — 
_. is treasured up for them in Christ, and which they may every one of 
them secure and most richly enjoy. And when | am permitted, through — 
the exceeding riches of God’s love in Christ Jesus, to say that I have 
experience of the grace which I present to their acceptance, I have 
left them stripped of all excuses and palliations for their sins, and may 
therefore hope that God’s Spirit will attend his truth, and lead them in 
the way of knowledge and understanding. I can say to Christians, 


“this is the will of God-even. your’ sanctification.” ‘‘God hath not 


called us to uncleanness but to holiness,” while you by your own prin- 


ciples are obliged to tell them, that they are shut up, in some measure 


_ at least, to a life of sin. Brethren, I cannot stand on such ground, and 


therefore I must disregard your admonition, = 
There seems to me to be a wonderful and strange inconsistency, in 


: urging Christians to holiness of heart and life, and at the same time tell- 


ing them that they never can be without sin while they live, and that if 


_ they think that Christ, who was manifested to take away their sins, will 
ever do it till he takes away their breath, they have embraced. impor- . 
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tant and dangerous error. I feel constrained to say, in faithfulness to 


Christ and his dear people, though some may think it unkind, that 


those who attempt to maintain such ground, seem to me to be, and in 
‘avery important sense, “‘shutting up the kingdom of heaven against 


men, neither entering themselves, nor suffering those who would enter 


to go in.” . When the watchmen of Israel cry out in the ears of the 
people, that no man ever did or will abide in Christ and sin not, on 


earth: that God who has sworn to do it, and raised up Christ our horn 
of salvation to perform the oath, never will ‘‘ grant unto us, that we 


being delivered out of the hand of our enemies, may serve him with- 


out fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all the days of our 
life,’ what can we expect, but that many who desire deliverance from 


sin, will despair of attaining it, and submit in despondency to the will of | 
their spiritua! foes, and groan away their lives in grievous bondage, when 


they might be enjoying the liberty wherewith Christ would make them 


- free; and that others, glad to have such an excuse for their sins, will 
comfort themselves in their worldliness, and their unhallowed indul- 


gences by the feeling, that they are not expected while they live, to be 


free from sin. I will not attempt to conceal it,.that this looks’ to me © 


like a subtle and dangerous snare of the great enemy of Christ and his 
church. Herein it seems to me lies the ‘important and dangerous 


error,” and not in telling Christians that their Redeemer “ is faithful to 


sanctify them wholly, and to preserve their whole spirit and soul and 


body blameless to his coming,” when they will believe in him for that 
T cannot regar 


_ “There is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good and sinneth 
not.’’ Let us apply this to the experience of Paul. ‘‘ 1 have fought a 


good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.” What ar-- 
~ rogant, presumptuous language has Paul hereused! He must have been 
_ puffed up with spiritual pride! Did he not know that the Bible express- . 
_ ly declares ‘‘there is not a just man upon earth that doeth good and 
_sinneth not?” How dare he say, ‘IT have fought a good fight?” 
_ Suppose Paul were allowed to step forth in his own defence, and taking = 
ay the ground ascribed to him’by those who regard the doctrine of entire 
_. Sanctification by faith in Christ as ‘ an important and dangerous error,” 
_ Should begin to say, ‘I acknowledge that there is much sin in my heart, 
_ and that my best actions are defiled with it, but still I think I have had 
_ some love to God, some desire to, glorify him by doing his will, some 
', Teadiness to spend and be spent in his service, and that I have in some 
_ things sincerely labored for the advancement of his cause.” We may 


come forward still and say, Paul, 


| d your admonition, because those scriptures on — 

which you rely as testimony that no Christian ever does so ‘‘ abide 

_ Christ as to sin not,” seem to me to have no bearing that way. Take, © 

for example, the single passage quoted in the report of your commit- 
_tee, and adopted by you as ample proof of the correctness of your — 


; ind sa} , you are certainly mistaken; you think 
of yourself more highly than you ought to think ; for it is a positive - 
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undeniable declaration of God’s: own word, that “ there is not a just 
man upon earth that doeth good and sinneth not,” and therefore, Paul, 
your assumption that there is any good thing in you is for ever si- 
lenced. 

Your text, therefore, brethren, stands just as entirely and fully op- 
posed to your views of truth as to mine ; and in my apprehension has 
nothing to do either with the one or the other. The truth is this. 
There isa large class of scripture texts which are designed to set forth the 
truth, that by nature and by practice until regeneration, all mankind 
are “evil, only evil, and that continually.” But “if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature. Old things are passed away, and all 
things have become new.” The character of such an. one is precisely 
what it was not before; and those passages of scripture which describ- 
. his character before, cannot describe it now. Consequently we 
find that the scriptures used to describe the two characters, stand in ‘di- 
rect epposition to each other. Accordingly, while it Is said that “‘there 
is not a just man upon earth that doeth good and sinneth not,” it is also 
said, that those who were some time “ alienated and enemies in their 


minds by wicked works’’—shall be presented “holy and unblameable 


\ 
\ 
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a“ ‘abide i in Christ sin not,” and that ‘he who hath called them is faith- 


and unreprovable in his sight, if they continue in the faith, rounded. 
and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel,” 
that in fulfilment of the oath of God through Christ, their horn of sal- 
vation, it shall be granted them, “‘ that they being delivered out of the | 
hand of their enemies. may serve him without fear, in holiness and — 
righteousness before him all the days of their lives.” That those who 


- ful to sanctify them wholly, and to preserve their whole spirit, and soul 
/ and body, blameless, unto the coming of Christ.’ ‘“ Allthe promises of « 


} God pledging their sanctification, are yea and amen in Christ unto the 


_ glory of God by them,” and when they believe in Christ for the fulfilment 
of these promises, they cannot fail. Most clearly, therefore, tomy mind, 
those passages of scripture which are relied on to prove that God’s 
people never will be “‘ presented perfect in Christ Jesus” while they 
Jive, are designed to set forth the characters of the unrenewed, and not 


— the characters of such as are ‘fin Christ Jesus,” and who are therefore 


19 ¢¢ 


LD THINGS’? HAYING. PASSE D AWAY, AND 


4 THINGS BECOME NEW.’ In the nature of the case, whatu1s true of the 


one class, cannot be true of the other, for hey are designedly set forth : 
in the Bible as perfect opposites. 
But again. Suppose we admit, ‘that among the. saints of the old 


aes 2 "Pestament not a man lived’ without sin ; although it was said of Isaiah, 


after he had made confession of his uncleanness, and his lips had been | 
touched with a live coal from the altar of God, —* Lo, this hath touched — 


thy lips, and thine iniquity 1s taken away and thy. ‘sin 1s purged. am 


But admit that the Old ‘Testament saints were at all times defiled with | 


the guilt of actual transgressions, Is there no privilege granted ‘to God’s 


people now, that was Kot afforded tu the early saints ? 
l Peter, 1. 8. Whom having: pot seen ye Jove, in whom though now 
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have been true of Old Testament saints, it is now t 


Kiod's people to be redeemed from all iniquity, and forthisthey. 
~ have only to believe in the 


God’s covenant with ther 
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ye see him not, yet, believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full 


of glory: receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your | 


souls. Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched 
diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you. 
Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which 


was in them did signify, when it testified before hand the sufferings of 


Christ, and the glory that should follow. Unto whom it was revealed, 
that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things which 
are now reported unto you by them which have preached the gospel un- — 


-* to you, with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the 
angels desire to look into.” 


What is this end of faith, even the salvation of the soul?) Of which 
salvation the prophets inquired and searched diligently? What this 


_grace of which they prophesied, coming unto the saints scattered 


abroad, to whom Peter wrote? What was the glory that was to’ fol- 
low the sufferings of Christ? What were the things which the proph- 
ets ministered, not unto themselves, but to those to whom the: gospel. 
was afterwards preached by the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven? 


What did Christ mean when he said, ‘this is my blood of the New. 


Testament ?” What did Paul mean by that new and better covenant 
of which Christ was the mediator and surety 1 And what did Christ 


_ mean when he said, “‘he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is great- 
-er than John the Baptist, than whom there had never been, up to his — 
- day, a greater prophet?” And what did Zacharias mean, when he 
said, ‘‘ Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he hath visited and re- 
deemed his people, and hath raised up an horn of salvation, to perform 
_ the mercy promised unto the fathers, the covenant, the oath which 
he sware?”’ What-is all this but the blessing of the new covenant, 


spoken of by Jeremiah, and repeatedly spoken of by Paul to thé He- 
_ “Twill, [since they brake my old covenant, } make a new covenant, | 
Twill put my laws into their hearts and in their minds will I write 
them, I will—[and with an oath the mighty God hath said it]—grant 


- unto you that ye being delivered out of the hand of your enemies may 
Serve me without fear, in holiness and righteousness before me all the | 
_ days of your life.” This, then, is the peculiar covenant privilege: of 


ew lestament saints—sALVATION FROM THEIR sINs. explains 
all the scriptures which I have quoted, and therefore whatever might 
he peculiar privi- 


Mediator of this new covenant, for this is — 

Nl n, when he shall take away their sins. It is, 
therefore, the privilege of the new covenant that I am to hold up be- 
fore the people of God, and urge to the full enjoyment of it; and thus 


‘seek, like the apostles, to obtain “ sufficiency.of God to be an able 


minister of the New Testament, not of the letter that killeth, but of the 


A Your application of Old Testament declarations of the universal sin- 
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fulness ae men, therefore, to show the privileges of New Testament be- 
lievers, 1s, in my view, a great mistake, and shows you to be still min-. 
isters of the Old ‘T’estament, instead of being, as you should be, “‘ able 
ministers of the New Testament.” For this reason, then, I cannot 
heed your admonition. I wish to 0 be | a minister of oe New Testament 
and not of the Old. 

4, I will now state one more reason, wig I cannot give heed to your 
admonition, and then [ shall have done. : 

There is a dying bed a little before me, and a judgment seat where _ 
I expect to stand and give account for all the actions of my life. 

Can I tell the people of God that they have no Saviour from sin dur- 
ing their whole lives; that live long as they may, and labor as hard — 
as “they may to find out the path of life, and pray as fervently as they 
may, and trust in their Saviour for the fulilment of the promises as fully 
as they may, they are doomed hopelessly to sin against the Redeemer 
_ they love, more or less, even to their dying hour ; that all their cries and 
struggles for help are vain, and that they must be, to some extent, re- 
bels against the heart of infinite love, until the grim monster death ap- 
pears for their deliverance ? T'o me it looks like casting dust in the 
eyes of such as wish to see a way whereby they may be enabled to love 
their God and Saviour with a perfect: heart ; and sewing “ pillows to 
. the arm-holes” of those who wish to pass comfortably. through life in 
their remaining. corruptions, hoping to find a Saviour from. sin, only 


all opportunity for sinful enjoyment has passed away. 
I feel, brethren, that I could not go in peace to my dying pillow, or cea 


appear at the great tribunal, expecting the approbation of my Judge, — 
uf I did not tell God’s people that he has promised to ‘‘ circumcise their 
heart, and the heart of their seed, to love the’ Lord their God with all — 

their heart and with all their soul ; to sprinkle clean water upon them, 


and make them clean, from all sheik filthiness, and from all their idols to 


cleanse them,” and that these, with many other exceeding great and 


precious promises, were given for the express purpose, that through 


them, they might ‘ cleanse themselves from all filthiness of the flesh and_ 


spirit, and perfect holiness in the fear of God”—that by these promises, — 


they might become “partakers of the divine nature, having 
the corruption that is in the world through lust.” | 

T feel it to be a matter of unspeakable importance to the honor of | 
‘Christ and the good of his cause, and the holiness and peace of his 
suffering heritage, that they be made, to know that there has *f come out | 
of Zion a Deliverer to turn away ungodliness from Jacob,” and that 
God has said respecting this Deliverer, “This is my. covenant with - 
them when I shall take away their sins.’’ It seems to me that God’s © 
professing people do not know their Deliverer, and there are vast mul- — 
titudes who seem altogether unwilling to know him. Hence the re- 


proach cast upon such as declare that there is a “ Deliverer to turn 


away ungodliness from them and take away their sins.” But Isee not — 


how I can lie down in peace on my dying pillow, or meet the Saviour — 


in judgerent before the universe, unless I do what 1 in me Ties’ to make 
Q20* | 
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him known. I feel constrained to cry in the ears of the church, Be- 


hold your Deliverer ; he has come to turn away ungodliness from you, 
and to take away your sins. | 
let “‘ your iniquities be taken away and your sins be purged.” 

And now, brethren, I have done. I cannot, for the reasons I have 
named, and in view of my final account, I dare not listen, to your ad- 
monition for a moment. With my name you must do what you think 
right before God, and in view of an approaching judgment. I have 
no farther defence to make. If you cannot own me as one of your 


number while Ftell the church of Christ that he was manifested to 
‘take away their sins, and that they may and ought so to abide in him 
‘that they sin not—that it is my privilege and theirs so to abide in Christ, — 


and that it is my belief that through the grace of God I do so abide in 
him; if such a confidence in my Redeemer for the fulfilment of God’s 


Look to him; believe on his name, and — 


exceeding great and precious promises, must still make me, in your esti- - 


iour’s gospel, is true; and I know that, if you knew the blessedness of 
trusting fully in Christ as your Redeemer from all iniquity, there is not 


~aiman of you, who would not choose that his tongue should perish, 


\ 


rather than be used to pronounce such a doctrine importantly and dan- 
-gerously erroneous. But if you still adhere to that opinion, I must_ 
consider myself as no longer of your number, and you must do.to me_ 
and with me as you think our Lord and Master requires. ‘‘ Now may 
_ the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, © 
. that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working | 
In you that which is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, 


towhom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.” 
Yours in the gospel, 


For the Guide to Christian ‘Perfection. 
Brotuer Merritt,—I read 
fection,” and find myself there 


way of holiness, The subj 
all-absorbing interest. 


a holy conversation, a life of entire symmetrical holin 
world as he was, our blessed Pattern, o 
holiness to the Lord has been my mot 


, with deep interest, the “‘ Guide to Christian Per- 


. ect of heart holiness has been to me the last year, one of 
nd; 


ur holy Redeemer. I say, for the last year, 


by enlightened, strengthened and encouraged in the 


snot only heart holiness, but a holy walk, a holy life, 


ess ;—an aiming to be in the 


to. I have been a professor of religion six- 


-\mation, an advocate of important and dangerous error, then just blot — 
me out of your book, and let the transaction be recorded, as it will be, — 
in the book of God, to be reviewed before the universe in the final 
day. That I hold the doctrine which you call important and danger- 
ous error, and believe it to be the brightest glory of my bleeding,Sav- | 
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Letters to the Editor. 


_ teen years, but I never heard of the doctrine of entire holiness, as 4 thing to » be Te- 
alized in this life, until February, 1839. When I tell you that 1 do not belong to 
your order, and had never been at all associated with a people of this belief, you 
will be able to account better for my ignorance. In the good providence of God, I 
went, last February, into a Methodist protracted meeting.. I heard sister there 
speak, as [ never before heard man or woman speak. A holy composure sat on her 
countenance, and she seemed to me to be breathing the atmosphere of heaven. She , 
_ spoke with the simplicity and love of the beloved disciple, who leaned on Jesus’ 
bosom. I sought a private interviéw'with her, I opened to her my heart. 
her I lived in a state of daily condemnation, and I had never indulged a hope 
of living above this state. Then, for the first time in my life, I heard of Jesus, a 
present Saviour from all sin. We knelt side by side and prayed : she, to a present ' 
God, clearly seen in and through Jesus; 1, to the Great Unknown, to God, afar off. | 
The news of this salvation, a salvation frown sin, was good news, ghnd tidings. This, 
thought I, is worthy of the Son of God; this is indeed peace on earth. 1 seemed 
to see, if this were true, it was the hentia balm for all my woes. I will)not un- 
| dertake to describe my past experience. ‘I will turn away from this long dark chap- 
. er of my history, only with saying, I remember three different periods of this ex-— 
_ perience, when, it now seems to me, | might easily have entered into this state of | 
_ entire consecration to God, and perfect love in the soul, had 1 met with such 
8 friend to guide me. But I cannot excuse my sins, my eabetict of God’ s Word. 
ee There Gad, ever my God professedly, had always onlled me to holiness, and I may 
sayin truth »that I never read and meditated upon his word, without seeing and * 
X feeling the diftteence between the gospel standard, and that By which | was living. SA. 
1 had only one inteaview with this sister, as she lefl town, having been her only on a 
Visit. Alone, unaided, except by the Spirit of God, I pursued the doctrine of tient : 
holiness. I came to the vord. of God with a determination to lay aside. my former 
creed ; to forget the experince of those dear servants of Christ Thad long known 
‘and loved, and understand for nyself what the salvation of the gospel was. Being 
so situated as to be able to contra] my time, 1 laid aside all work, excepting the 
"more necessary and peculiarly preszing family duties, and devoted my time, for 
eight weeks, to the study of the Bible. _ f commenced with Paul's writings, andoften — 
read one Epistle through four or five timcs before I went to another; dwelling on | 
his expressions, and endeavoring to find out all his meaning. - From the Epistles 1 — 
went to the Gospels, and from the Gospels to Isaiah’s glowing descriptions of the 
-church.. I soon became speculatively convinced, not only of the extent of. God’s 
requirements, but of the obligation and the ability of the Christian to fulfil these 
requirements in and through Jesus, who I saw was manifested to take away | our. ‘, 
sins. I now set myself, by prayer and supplication, to seck the "Lord: “I fasted, ‘ 
wept, and prayed. Passages of this import, “if any man love the world, the’love. 
of the Father is not in him ;” “if ye have not-the Spirit ot Christ) ye are none of 
his,” were searching texts. The Spirit of God accompanied the word, and it was 
like a two edged sword, piercing my heart. But { had come to the Bible to receive 
and believe it all, and my eye fastened on the promise of our Saviour, “Blessed are 
| they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, or they shall be filled,’ ee Blessed, 
sweet promise, my heart swells with emotion while 1 repeat it. While pleading ? 
promise, kneeling before God with the words on my lips; felt a sweet assur- 
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ance that my prayer was heard; a sensible peace entered into my soul. I arose 
and returned to my Bible with new emotions. Now I saw and believed. I should 
have said, that as soon as | believed that holiness was to be atlained- -in this life, [ 
immediately commenced perfecting myself—that is, | labored to control every sin- 
ful emotion, and herein I advanced externally, but found my heart was ill at rest. 
But after this peace or love entered into my soul, nothing moved me. I thought if 
every friend I had en earth should die, my happiness could not be affected. I had 


‘my own. I could conceive fully of the feelings of martyrs, and it seemed to me 


was my allinall. I could say, “* Whom have I in heaven but ‘Uhee; and there is 
none on earth that I desire besides thee.’’ The presence of Christ was as much of 
a reality as if he had been in the flesh, sitting by my side ; and as I read the gracious 
his own voice. Thus my feelings ran for several weeks; my soul seemed com- 
pletely under the power of love. I knew of no contrary emotion existing there. I 
had been conscious, in weeks prior to this state of love, of the Spirit’s. power on my. 
heart, particularly in setting home the truths of God’s word, but I now received a 
special manifestation, as much of a reality to my soul as the sun-light to my eye. 


thine, entirely thine; come life or come death, | am wholly golisecratett to thee,” 
I seemed now to know what is meant by the Holy Ghost. 'Lhis manifestation 


_ ther.” I seemed joined to Christ ; the oneness 1 cannot defue ; but, our Saviour 


— thing he then prayed for. I could now say, “J tive, yet not !, Christ liveth i in 
_ [ felt strong in the Lord, and’in the power of his might. Now came vari- 
ig temptations, and in various ways; but out of them all the Lord delivered me, 
and he doth yet deliver, and I believe he ever will, if [only confide in him. I do- 
know that my Saviour hath power over Satan, and through him I expect to conquer 
every foe. Sometimes I have been in heaviness through manifold temptations, : 
| doubtful of the path of duty, and variously tried, yet have I never lost my faith and 
8 love. As with the desperation of a drowning man, clinging to some rope, eX- 


‘mined never to cease my hold. -Often have 1 come, pleading, “I will never leave 


| the flesh I live by faith on the Son of God. Blessed be God! his | ‘word is as im- 

\ mutable as himself. | have known much of this world’s happiness. Riches, friends, © 
and intellectual pleasures have ever been spread out before me; but all, all I hace 
ever enjoyed, now seems as nothing, compared with my happiness the past i 

ee year. I have now found rest to. my soul ; everlasting life and blessedness has 
: ‘dawned there, and the prospect is widening, and I sometimes get an open vista in- 
| heaven. The sun-light of God’ the greet: God, whose beautiful 


but one desire, viz., that God’s will might be done. [ seemed to have no will of 


an easy thing to yield up life for Christ's sake. Indeed, I felt, to die is gain. I | 
read my own heart’s emotions in the strong language of Paul and David. Christ _ 


words which proceeded out of his mouth, I received them as fully as if I had heard = 


It came gently, yet powerful and overpowering ; it was like a mighty rushing wind — 
in the soul, extending itself through ‘all my bodily frame. I said, « Lod, I am 
brought me nigher to God than-ever before. I could now say. Wather, Abba, Fa- ©» 


prays, “that they may all be one, as thou, Father, art in me, and I ‘in thee, that _ BS 
_- they also may be one in us,” and I think I know what +e meant, and received the > 


tended to draw him to shore, thus have [ held’on to the promises of God, deter- | \ 


' thee nor forsake thee,” and on his promise anchored my soul, though in. darkness, RS 
| beset with temptations, For the last year [can say, the lite which I now live in hin 
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earth, this God is my God; the sunbeams of his love rest upon me; upon me, a 


O could | speak to the Christian world, I would proclaim, “‘ His name is Jesus to 


ings. The first after your departure, was at the Forsyth Street Church. This was 


A us, that she receiv ed the Guide. | Have’ you heard of the blessed result of their Visit: |. 


| noonday evidence. A few days since, déar sister S 
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works I every where behold, om have so often admired, —even the terrible Goa, 
who rideth in the chariot of his anger to destroy y the rebellious nations from off the 


poor, frail child of dust, once all polluted with sin, but now a joint heir ot Christ, 
a partaker of his atineis: with immortal glory full in view. Glory, glory be to 
God ; glory and praise for ever andever. Amen. DolI then shrink to give up all» 
for Christ ? Dol withhold my heart, my whole heart? Ono. How much I love the 
first and great command I cannot tell; how much I love that Saviour, who atones 
for past offences, and now frees from condemnation by enabling me to fulfil this 
command, [ cannot say in words. I trust my life will tell the story of my love, | 
and in death | expect to praise his name, and throughout eternity to love and adore. 


save us from our sins, Be it unto thee to thy faith.” 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER 
From a lad in New ork to the Editor, dated Feb 1340. 


[Ts at the may understand that part of the hich relates to the 
“third Monday evening meetings,’ it may be observed that a number. of the Meth- 
_ odist ministers stationed in the ‘city of New York, entered into an arrangement, 
last autumn, to hold a. meeting g alternately once a thonth: in their respective churches, _ 
~ for the: express object of pro: moting the work of sanctification. ‘Other meetings are 
. also mentioned in the extract. The communication, though not designed for pub- 
" Seation, is too cheering to be lost to the public. The extract follows 4 


. Since we parted with our brother M., we, have attended three monthly meet- 


\ 
\ 


a very, very, precious time of refreshing. We sat as under the shadow of the Al- 


‘mighty. The object of the meeting was kept prominent, and Jesus’ witnesses were | Tobe a 
very clear in their testimonies. One that gave very conclusive testimony was dear i ae 
Mrs. U--——,, being on a visit here trom Maine. Possibly you may have been 
way aequainted with the interesting experience of this. lady. She stated to 


‘to this city, in reference to the experience of her husband? Probably you have | eee is 
not, as it-has been but afew weeks since they left-us; with his dear lady he. at- : ‘ate 
tended the Tuesday afternoon meeting , held at our house, three orfour times; also — 
the meeting at Bro. H 's, and by gE Christian fellowship with those 
professing the enjoyment of holiness, he became fully confirmed in the knowledge 
of his privilege, entered into its enjoyment, and before. his departure, exulted in 
received a letter from him, 
stating that he ‘“ exulted i in the very name of HOLINESS ; that it was beauty in- his 
eyes and glory in his ears ; ‘that he had put on the wihite robe, and continued to 
wear it.” He also wrote us that he had derived much pleasure and | prob from read- 
ing some communications in. the: Guide: | 
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“ The second segiian meeting after you left us, was held at the Allen Street 


Church. It was not thought to be less abundant in spiritual profit than the former, 
and we think if our brother M. had been with us, he would have found his most. 
sanguine expectations of the monthly meetings more than realized. Dear brother 
was so much blessed at this meeting with an increase of holy ambition. 


Cc 
and desire, from the nature of the testimonies given in favor of the enjoyment 


of a present witness, that he was to that he would no live 


without it. 
“ The next day he also received witness that the blood ‘of Jesus cleanseth. We 
are sure you will join with us in saying, ‘ Praise the Lord.’ 


«The third was held on Monday evening of the present week, at the Green : 


Street Church. ‘This was also very excellent, and favored with a still larger at- 
‘tendance than either of the former. As far as we have been able. to ascertain, the 
subject of holiness is becoming engrossingly absorbing throughout our various con- 
_gregations in New York city, and especially so in the Forsyth and Allen Street 
Churches. We have been informed that several new witnesses have been raised 


_ up in brother ‘Lindsey’s charge. In Allen street charge, we have been biessed with 
“an unusual out-pouring of the Holy Spirit. « Scores nightly surround our altar, and” 


scarcely a day has passed for some 5 Oe, but has witnessed souls adopted into the 


[ 


For ths Guide to Christian Perfection. | 


NOTICE 


OF Mr. Fitek’ First Communication, with other Remarks. 


| 


Dear’ Broruer have just been reading your ebruary number of 


“the Guide, and most cordially thank you for the spiritual refreshment which, under 
God, Ihave received from the Rev. Mr. Fitch’s “ Views of Sanctification.” This 


momentous and interesting doctrine has found in him ‘another all-important advocate. 


T rejoice to see such ingenuousness and simplicity, united with such any feryany 
enlightened zeal, and knowledge of the Scriptures. . 


My earnest prayer is, that God will continue him’ a ‘ burning sae a shinind 
Tight” to his brethren, with whom he is more immediately connectall 1 in church fel-—, 


—lowship; and may the great Elead of the church continually bestow upon him that 


‘wisdom, patience and which his Fesponsibility as a Minister the 


seems. so eminently to demand. Ces 


May he be enabled, in the strenath of the Captain of’ his salention. “to firht the 
good fight of faith,” and have the triumphant assurance, “ that henseforth there 1s 


a crown of righteousness, whieh the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give him at 
his appearing.’ 


\diers of the cross must assemble to get the 


commands of th der? 
Should all those Christians who 


are daily praying, “ thy kingdom-come,-thy will 


\ 


be 
done on earth, as it isin heaven, Fine come and take to themselves ‘* the puniaad | 


/ 


_ Is not the ground of holiness, the rallying point at which the sol- 
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armor of God,” and stand in firm array against thelr spiritual toed, would not the 


triumphs of the cross soon be glorious? 1 know not of a means dateritatiei SO rap- 


idly or successfully to advance the Redeemer'’s kingdom on earth, as to have scrip- 
tural holiness en in the hearts ol all those who profess faith, in our Lord** * 


Jesus Christ. 


How can ‘OBistiens object to this only preparation for heaven? , Surely they are 


- not waiting, as the impenitent, for a more convenient season ? They know the 


worth of their souls, the infatuating influence of procrastination, and the uncertainty 
of continuance in this scene of probation. Are they waiting until the cold hand of 


death shall paralyse their tongues before they praise their Creator « with joyful lips,” 


or ere they give their bodies to him, a living sacrifice,’ must they wait the’ houret 
dissolution ? Perhaps the arch foe of God and man, or the enemies of the cross, could 
not adopt a more success!ul snare. It avails little as to its influence on our con-. 
duct, whether we believe in the attainment of holiness in this life, or that we must 


wait until the article of dea th, SO hong. 1 as We are> resolved 1 to’ defer it until future 


convenient time. | | 
‘I fear that the love of the w orld, and a conformity to its rarying fakinda, plevent 


some from entering into this “ straight gate and narrow way ;”’ thata spiritual cow- 


ardice, which dishonors God and his saving power, and a skepticism as to the way S- 
and means of their support, and defence, in a state of entire devotedness, or true 


holiness, hinder others from. embracing the promises of God, ‘80 o freely ¢ and mully 
_ offered in his inspired word. / 3 


O could I speak to the hearts and understandings of the forme, in a few plain 


words, I would repeat those of Him who SO Joy ed them that -he gave his life for 
‘them, and sealed his precepts with his blood. Hearken: ae aT cannot serve God- 


mammon ‘whosoever will be, the friends of: the world, is the enemy of God.” 
fe And: as for the timid, the fearful, the unbelieving, [ would say to thein, (as I have, 


said to my own “unworthy distrusting heart on. former occasions,) are you not 
ashamed to be found in such diseracef ul pagan ranks, as if you depended on heathen » 


of divinities to deliver you from the power of your spiritual foes : > 


«Our God, whom we serve continnally, is able to deliver us.” He is the. living 


‘dnd 'the tue God, and is well pleased that we should honor him, by any act of faith ” 


that his unerr ing Providence may make it.our duty to perform. We are commanded 
as children of the light, as, Christians, to walk i in the light.” Assuch, we are not- 
of the night, nor of darkness ; and how much more surely do we walk by’ the hight” 


of the Sun of Righteousness, than by the flickering lamp of human wisdom. | ‘Those 
who embrace this doctrine, so, truly and terribly alarming to the Prince of Darkness 
and his’ emissaries, renounce themselves and their own fleshly wisdom, trusting 


“alone i in the manifold wisdom and goodness of God through his revealed word, to 


/ 4 


4 Not by works of vighiteotinnidnd which we do, but by His mercy he saveth us.’ 

Having good hope through grace, and being enabled to “ sanctify the Lord God in 
our pete and to give a reason of this hope within us, with meekness and with 


fear.’ What I esteem of vital importance is, that the lives of those professing this 


attainment should be unblameable, and irreprovable, even as becomes all the ser- 
. vants pe Christ, 66 that with well doing they put to LANE ROS the ignorance of foolish 


New York, Parvary, 1840. | 
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MR. WESLEY'S LETTER TO A YOUNG DISCIPLE. 


Bristol, August 31, 1772. 


‘None are or can be saved but those who are by faith made inwardly 


-and outwardly holy. But this holy faith is the gift of God; and he is 


never straightened for time. He can as easily give this faith in a mo- 
as in a thousand years. He frequently does give it on a death-_ 
bed, in answer to the prayer of believers, but rarely, if ever, to those 


who had continued unholy, upon the presumption.that he would save 


“ At first, indeed,” as Lopez observed, ‘‘ large manifestations from God 
Were apt to suspend the exercise of his senses, as well as of his under- _ 
standing. But, after some time, they made no difference at all, but left 


them at last. But if he did, what unspeakable losers must they be! 


Could grief be in heaven, they would grieve to eternity, seeing every 


one there shall receive his own reward according to his own labor. 
And he will perplex you 


not be always in communion Avith God.” J deny the consequence. 
While-Mr. De Renty was serving the poor, he was in constant commn- 
nion with God. So was Gregory Lopez while he was writing books. 


him the full-exercise of his understanding and senses.’’? J remember a 


© \ 


much Jater instance of the same kind: an old clergyman told me, some 
years since, ‘‘} asked Mr. Boehm, (chaplain to Prince George of Den- | 
mark,) ‘ Sir, when you are in sucha hurry of business, surrounded with | 
~acrowd of people, hearing one, and dictating to another, at the same 
“time, does it not interrupt your mental prayer?’ He answered imme-— 


diately, ‘All that hurry no more hinders my communion with God, than 
if IT was all the time sitting alone in my study, or kneeling at the altar.’”’ 
No business, therefore, of any kind, no conversation, need hinder one 


\ that is strong in faith from rejoicing evermore, praying without ceasing, 
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and in every thing giving thanks. Follow after this, and you will surely 


‘ 
attain it, 


4 


re than enough, if you listen to his sallies 
of imagination: ‘‘ Every one qs some pursuit; therefore a man can- ~ 
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